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SUMMARY: DURING CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR AND DCM OCTO- 
BER 23, GCOB MINISTER OE EXTERNAL AEFAIRS PAUL ADDERLEY 
SAID THAT BAHAMIAN POSITIONS ON LOS ISSUES WERE UNCHANGED EROM 
PRE-INDEPENDENCE STANCE. HE INDICATED THAT MINISTRY PERSONNEL 
HAD CONSULTED LAST WEEK WITH ARCHIPELAGO NATIONS IN NEW YORK, 
BUT THAT BAHAMAS WOULD NOT JOIN GROUP OR SUPPORT ITS SPECIFIC 
PROPOSALS BEYOND GENERAL EFEORT OBTAIN AGREEMENT ON ARCHIPEL- 
AGO PRINCIPLE. GCOB POSITIONS ON OTHER LOS ISSUES RELATIVELY 
EUZZY, AND NO AGREEMENT YET AS TO HOW LOS CONEERENCE PREPARA- 
TIONS AND PARTICIPATION WILL BE HANDLED WITHIN GOVERNMENT. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . AMBASSADOR AND DCM MET WITH MINISTER ADDERLEY OCTOBER 23 
TO DISCUSS SEVERAL TOPICS (OTHERS REPORTED SEPTELS) AND INTRO- 
DUCE DCM. ADDERLEY WAS ASKED TO COMMENT ON HIS SPEECH TO THE 
PLP NATIONAL CONVENTION IN FREEPORT LAST WEEK, PARTICULARLY 
ITS LOS PORTIONS (COMPLETE TEXT OE SPEECH AND REPORT ON CON- 
VENTION WILL BE SENT BY SEPARATE AIRGRAM). 
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2. IN EREEPORT SPEECH, ADDERLEY HAD SAID "IT IS NOT THE IN- 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



TENTION OF THE BAHAMAS GOVERNMENT TO BE BOUND BY THE OBSOLETE 
THREE-MILE TERRITORIAL LIMIT BY WHICH EACH SEPARATE ISLAND IN 
OUR ARCHIPELAGO WAS BOUND AS A DEPENDENCY OF THE UK. THE BA- 
HAMAS SHALL CLAIM AND ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN AGREEMENT TO THE 
APPLICATION OF THE ARCHIPELAGIC PRINCIPLE TO THE BAHAMAS AS 
THE ONLY LOGICAL BASIS UPON WHICH OUR ISLANDS, LOCATED AS 
THEY ARE, CAN INTELLIGENTLY ESTABLISH THEIR TERRITORIAL JUR- 
ISDICTION. THIS POLICY DECISION HAS BEEN DESIGNED TO GAIN 
CONTROL OVER THE MAXIMUM AREA OF SEA BED WHICH CAN BE GEO- 
PHYSICALLY JUSTIFIED HAVING REGARD TO THE NATURE OF THE BA- 
HAMA BANKS, A JUSTIFIABLE AREA OF EXCLUSIVE FISHING ZONE TO 
ENABLE BAHAMIAN EXPLOITATION OF TRADITIONALLY BAHAMIAN RE- 
SOURCES OF THE SEA AND ANY FURTHER EXPLOITATION OF SUCH AREAS, 
AND AN AREA OF TERRITORIAL SEA WHICH IS CONSISTENT WITH THE 
SECURITY REQUIREMENTS OF OUR SCATTERED ISLANDS, AND GENERALLY 
TO PROTECT OUR TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. IT GOES WITHOUT SAY- 
ING THAT THE ULTIMATE SECURITY OF OUR ARCHIPELAGO MUST BE 
GUARANTEED WITH THE ACTIVE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF OUR TWO LARGEST 
NEIGHBORS, THE UNITED STATES AND CUBA." 

3. ADDERLEY WAS ASKED WHETHER HIS REMARKS TO THE PLP CONVEN- 
TION REPRESENTED NEW GCOB THINKING ON LOS ISSUES. HE REPLIED 
THAT THEY DID NOT, THAT THEY MERELY RESTATED GOVERNMENT VIEWS 
AS PREVIOUSLY SET FORTH IN THE 1972 WHITE PAPER AND OTHER PRE- 
INDEPENDENCE STATEMENTS. HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT FIRST ASSIS- 
TANT SECRETARY GEORGE STEWART HAD SPENT LAST WEEK IN NEW YORK, 
AND HAD THEN CONSULTED WITH FIJI, INDONESIA, THE PHILIPPINES, 

AND MAURITIUS ON THE QUESTION OF A COMMON ARCHIPELAGO POSI- 
TION. ADDERLEY SAID THAT THESE CONSULTATIONS MADE CLEAR THAT 
THE BAHAMIAN POSITION IS SO DIFFERENT ON THE QUESTION OF SEA 
LANES THROUGH THE ARCHIPELAGO THAT, APART FROM THE COMMON- 
ALITY OF BEING, IN PRINCIPLE, AN ARCHIPELAGO NATION, THERE WAS 
NO BASIS FOR THE BAHAMAS TO JOIN THE GROUP OR TO ESPOUSE PRO- 
POSALS ALREADY PUT FORWARD BY IT. ADDERLEY SAID THE OTHER 
ARCHIPELAGO STATES WANTED TO RETAIN CONTROL OVER SEA LANES 
THROUGH ARCHIPELAGO ZONES; THE BAHAMIANS DID NOT. 

4. ADDERLEY SAID THAT GCOB WOULD SEEK MEMBERSHIP ON SEABEDS 
COMMITTEE. FURTHER STEWART HAD REPORTED THAT ACCORDING TO 
NEW YORK UN SOURCES, IT WAS EXTREMELY UNLIKELY THAT SANTIAGO 
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WOULD BE THE SITE FOR THE APRIL SESSION AND THAT CARACAS MIGHT 
BE AN ALTERNATIVE. ADDERLEY SAID THAT GCOB DOES NOT KNOW WHO 
WILL REPRESENT IT AT LOS CONFERENCE, THAT THE ISSUES ARE STILL 
UNDER STUDY, AS ARE QUESTIONS RELATED TO INTERNAL HANDLING OF 
CONFERENCE PREPARATIONS AND PARTICIPATION. 

SPIERS 
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